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Music has three elements: melody 
(what you hum); rhythm (a waltz or 
swing or a tarantella, but also the     
duration and spacing of the melody 
notes); and harmony (the chords you 
play on guitar). 

Rod Blumenau and the Dixieland Four Jazz 
Band, Penn Yan 

Jazz musicians generally begin their 
performance of a tune by playing the 
melody pretty much as the composer 
wrote it.  They might change the 
rhythm, both in the type of beat or    
relaxing the phrasing of the melody 
(Sinatra was a master).  They might 
also enhance the harmony, often by 
adding notes to the chords specified by 
the composer. 

Having stated the tune, the musicians 
are now free to improvise, which is 
nothing more or less than "real-time 
composing".  Improvisation allows   
musicians — usually one at a time — 
to make up a brand new melody on-the
-spot, which must fit with the existing 
rhythm and harmony.  Creating this 
new melody involves a combination of 
playing around with the original,       
developing it differently than the    
composer; knowing all the chords in 
the tune and crafting in real time a new 

melody whose notes fit with the 
chords; or using a combination of    
melodic patterns the musician has   
internalized.   

There are two secrets to being an    
exceptional improviser.  The first is 
having in your accessible memory a 
massive collection of musical themes 
from which to draw inspiration, similar 
to a doctor knowing thousands of     
ailments and their treatments.  The 
second is developing your ear so that 
you can immediately play anything and 
hum, without any "hunting and 
pecking".  This is achievable, but it 
takes decades of dedicated listening 
and playing. 

It is possible for an amateur jazz     
musician to derive satisfaction in      
applying the above processes to a 
handful of tunes and 'shedding'* them 
enough to internalize both the melody 
and the chords. Give it a try! 

 

* 'shedding: Jazz talk for practicing, as in 
going out behind the shed with your axe** 

so as not to bother anyone! 

** axe: Jazz talk for an instrument. 

   Rod Blumenau 

 

The ART of Improvising           
(and All That Jazz) 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 
Class of 2019 
Faith Benedict 

John Christensen 
Daryl Davis 

Cindy Kowalski 
Anita Maroscher 
Kathy McFiggens 

Sandra Murrin 
Sandra Young 

 
Class of 2020 
Dick Murphy 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 
Class of 2021 

Lynn Blumenau 
Marsha Devine 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 
Howard LeVant 
Dixon Zorovich 

 
Officers 

Dixon Zorovich, Pres. 
Kathy Ring, VP 

Anita Maroscher, Treas. 
Daryl Davis, Sec. 

 
Executive Director 

Kris Pearson 
 

Mission: 
The Arts Center’s     

mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art programs and  
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and publicize 
events; develop &   
maintain physical      

facilities. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?   
Contact volunteer     

coordinator  
Lynn Blumenau at  

Lynnblumenau@gmail.com. 
Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  
Gallery, help hang    
artwork for shows,    

prepare food for exhibit 
openings, help in various 

capacities with         
fundraising events 

throughout the year and 
serve on a variety of 

committees.  We      
welcome your help with 
any of the Arts Center’s   

activities! 
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It’s Fun— But is it Art? 

There’s a piece of viral art circling 

around the internet these days.  A 

Florida woman took one of those “make 

it and take it” classes offered all over the 

place (we call ours “Art &Vine”) and 

painted a snowy egret.  Her teenaged 

son, amazed by and proud of his mom’s 

accomplishment (only the second time 

she painted!), took a picture of her with 

her painting and posted it on Reddit.   

An artist looking for some “warm-up 

work” decided to paint the teen’s post.  

He posted a picture of himself and his 

painting of the mom and her painting.  

Someone else decided to paint the artist 

holding his picture of the mom and the 

bird and posted a picture of herself with 

her painting….and more and more artists 

piled on, adding someone new within a 

day or even within hours of the previous 

post.  There are now countless levels 

and many side branches.  Everyone’s 

having a ball with the idea, including 

major news outlets. 

It’s fun – but is it art?  The simple answer 

is – yes.  Nowhere is it written that art 

must be a serious business.  In fact, 

Char DiGennaro, one of the Arts 

Center’s longest exhibiting and teaching 

artists, is well known for insisting “if 

you’re not having fun, you’re doing it 

wrong.” 

Even well-known “serious” artists 

recognize the whimsy inherent in art.  

Painter Georgia O’Keefe declared “I hate 

flowers.  I paint them because they’re 

cheaper than models and they don’t 

move.” Caricature artist Al Hirschfield 

noted, “A sculpture is just a drawing you 

fall over in the dark,” and writer G.K. 

Chesterton stated “Art, like morality, 

consists in drawing the line somewhere.”   

Here at the Arts Center, we tend to draw 

the line at having fun.  Swing by and see 

what fun you can have.  You’re always 

welcome here.  

Kris Pearson (and Cara) 

 

From the Executive Director 
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Creativity Counts in Area Schools 

The creativity of students in middle school and 

high school in Penn Yan, Dundee and Marcus 

Whitman will be on display at the Arts Center of 

Yates County from March 4 to March 15.  It’s the 

Arts Center’s annual Yates County Student Show, 

highlighting the talents of student artists from 

around Yates County. 

“This is one of our favorite shows,” says Arts 

Center Board President Dixon Zorovich.  “There’s 

always lots of color, creativity and imagination on 

display.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art teachers from the three Yates County districts 

bring in the best each student produces from 

assignments throughout the school year.  The Arts 

Center brings in professional artists to “judge” 

work in two-dimensional, three-dimensional and 

photographic art for each school to give students 

the experience of participating in a professional art 

show.  One piece is also honored as overall best 

in show.   

“Judging artwork is, in some respects, subjective,” 

admits Arts Center Executive Director Kris 

Pearson, “but our judges recognize effort, 

creativity and talent.  Picking the winners for each 

school is always a tough process though.” 

Thanks to local parent-teacher organizations, 

winners of various categories get modest cash 

prizes.  Those winners are announce at the exhibit 

reception on Friday, March 8 from 7 to 9 pm.  The 

reception is family friendly and includes light 

refreshment and punch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Arts Center is open Monday through Friday 
from 10 am to 4 pm and on Saturdays from 10 am 
to 3 pm.  Admission is always free. 

The Flick Gallery 

Van Gogh Book Covers—Marcus Whitman 

Self Portraits—Marcus Whitman 

LaDuke Assignment —Penn Yan 

Student Show Opens Friday, March 8 from 7—9 pm 
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The Arts Center of Yates County will host an art 
exhibit entitled Between the Seasons  spanning 
the dates of March 18th through April 27th.  An 
opening reception will be held on Friday, March 
22nd from 5 to 7 pm with Climbing Bines Hop 
Farm and Brewery giving us a tasting of their craft 
ales. Light refreshments will be provided by artists 
and volunteers. 
 
This exhibit will highlight two artists from 
Rochester: 
Laura Wilder 
and Kathy 
Armstrong, 
along with 
artwork from 
the exhibiting 
artists of the 
Arts Center. 
 
Laura Wilder 
was first a 
graphic 
designer and 
commercial 
illustrator, a 
career that 
turned out to be 
unsatisfying for her.  After discovering the designs 
and philosophy for the Arts and Crafts movement, 
she embraced it and was inspired to learn 
printmaking. She is now a Master Artisan in the 

Roycroft Renaissance. 
Her vintage style block 
prints involve separate 
hand-carving and 
printings of each color 
of the print which is 
done on an antique 
hand-cranked 
letterpress.  An award-
winning artist, she has 
written blogs about her 
process and as an 
aside, is a distant 
cousin of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder.  To learn more, 
go to 
www.laurawilder.com.  
 

Kathy Armstrong 
also spent most of 
her career working 
as a graphic 
designer.  She and 
her husband had 
their own 
communications 
firm while they 
raised their family 
in Wisconsin and 
Colorado.  During 
this time, she 
dabbled in fine art, but started painting in 
watercolor when taking a break after having her 
second child.  Primarily self-taught, with some 
work with a Colorado artist, Julia Jordan, she 
spent a decade working exclusively in watercolors.  
 
She also now paints in oil and acrylics, and you 
can find her painting en plein air, as well.  Her 
driving force is trying to capture the “light (that) 
touches the world and immediately brings it to 
life.” To learn more, visit 
www.kathyarmstrongfineart.com. 
 

 
All are invited and welcome to attend this free 
reception to meet and greet our featured artists 
and others who are exhibiting during this show. 
Please note that the Arts Center is handicapped 
accessible. 

The Flick Gallery 

Between the Seasons Opens Friday, March 22 from 5—7 pm 

Between The Seasons 

http://www.laurawilder.com
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ADVANCED STAINED GLASS 
Saturday, March 2    10 am – 2 pm 
Craig Sandberg 
Using skills learned in 
beginning stained glass 
experiment with three-
dimensional pieces, such 
as glass boxes, larger 
scenes and more 
complex patterns.  Bring 
a pattern you’d like to try 
or use one provided by 
Craig.  $40 members, 
$48 not-yet-members 
 
LEARNING TO PAINT LANDSCAPES 
Fridays, March 8-29    1 pm – 3 pm  
Grant Lounsbury 
Living in this region it’s difficult not to be inspired by 
great 
landscapes.  
Learn how to 
capture that 
inspiration in 
paint!  Grant 
will teach you 
the elements 
of compelling 
landscapes 
and exploring 
the various 
painting 
mediums to help you discover your creative core.  For 
beginning painters.   $80 members, $96   not-yet-
members 
 
BUILDING A POLYMER CLAY VENEER 
Saturday, March 9    10 am – 2 pm  
Janis Long 
Students will learn how to build a colorful veneer with 
polymer clay.Then roll, shape, carve, stamp, bake 
and drill thatveneer into several pair of earrings and/
or pendants. This class is for all skill levels and limited 
to 10 students.  $40 for members, $48 for not-yet-
members, $10 materials fee to instructor 
 
BEGINNING WEAVING 
Saturday, March 23    10 am – 2 pm  
Craig Sandberg 
Learn the basics of loom weaving and the workings of 
a variety of hand and lap looms.  Discuss developing 
and following patterns as well as the best materials to 
use for loom weaving.   $40 members, $48 not-yet-
members 
 
 

SOCK PUPPETS 
Saturday, March 30  10 am – noon 
Tigercandy Arts 
A whimsical 
workshop in which 
students learn the 
tips & tricks of the 
professional sock 
puppet designers 
of Tigercandy Arts, 
Inc, while creating 
their very own 
Sockett® style 
sock puppet. Ages 
7+ $20 members, 
$24 not-yet members, $7 students, Material cost= $5/
person 
 
SPRING FOLK ART CARVING 
Saturday, April 6    10 am – 2 pm 
Craig Sandberg 
Celebrate the return of spring by learning to find the 
bunny or egg or flower in a block of wood.  Hand-
carving dimensional figures using a variety of carving 
tools and techniques.  Beginner friendly – more 
advanced projects for those with some carving 
experience.  $40 member, $48 not-yet-members 
 
GREAT GARDEN MARKERS 
Saturdays, April 27 & May 4  10 am – Noon  
Faith Benedict 
Enjoy creating 
your flower or 
vegetable garden 
labels in clay.  
Create your 
design by drawing 
into the clay or 
adding your 3 
dimensional 
flower or 
vegetable names 
by pressing in stamped letters or writing.  Make up to 
six ceramic markers.  $50 members, $58 not-yet-
members 

Coming This Summer 

POTTERY OPEN STUDIO & WORKSHOPS 
Opening Jun 2, 2019                                          
Sunny Point  Mike Maxwell 

Season starts with the Annual Chicken BBQ on June 
2. Keep an eye out for the announcement of 
workshop for all ages at www.ycac.org.  

Classes & Workshops 
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Classes & Workshops 
PAINTING WITH GEORGE 
Saturday, June 15    9:30 am – 2:30 pm 
George Van Hook 
Come paint with popular landscape/portrait painter 
George Van Hook at one of the most unique 
properties on Keuka Lake, Sunny Point.  George will 
share his painting techniques as well as strategies 
for showing and selling work.  $60 members, $75 not
-yet-members 

“THINK BIG” PORTRAIT PAINTING 
Wed, July 10 – Fri, July 12       9:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Daniel Roemmelt 
Daniel Roemmelt has 
become known for his 
colorful and 
imaginative portraiture 
paintings.  Learn to let 
go and have fun as 
you explore how to 
reimagine a face in a 
photograph into an 
artful oil 
painting.  This class 
will include mixing oil 
paints, use of warm 
and cool colors on 
shadow and 
highlights, painting 
wet in wet and 
pushing color.  You 
too can learn to paint a portrait with 
confidence.  Open to painters of all abilities and 
experience.   $150 members, $180 not-yet-members 
 
 
PET PORTRAITS / AMAZING ANIMALS! 
Thur – Sat, July 25-27, 2019 9 am – 4 pm 
Elizabeth St. Hilaire 
 The Arts Center of Yates County is bringing back 
world-renowned “paper painter” Elizabeth St. Hilaire 
for a three-day pet / animal portraits collage 
workshop.  Pets and Amazing Animals are not 
limited to man's best friend - goats, roosters, llamas 
and elephants are included. Participants will learn 
how to create 
unique painted 
collage paper with a 
variety of mono-
printing techniques 
via the Gel Printing 
plate.   $425 
members, $475 not-
yet-members 
 

PLEIN AIR 
Monday – Thursday, August 5-8  9 am – 3 pm 
Kevin Feary 
Focus on light and composition in open airpainting 
around Keuka and Seneca Lakes.  Demonstrations 
and time for criticism every day.  Paint in the medium 
you like best or 
experiment 
with other 
mediums 
under the 
direction of 
master artist 
Kevin Feary.  
$240 
members, 
$288 not-yet-
members 
 
 
WATERCOLOR TECHNIQUES 
Tues August 13 – Thurs, August 15  10 am – 3 pm 
Kathy Armstrong 
Take your watercolor paintings to the next level. This 
3 day watercolor workshop at Sunny Point will focus 
on glazing (working in layers) to achieve more 
luminescence and depth in your watercolor paintings. 
In addition to teaching techniques, Kathy will cover 
planning the steps of your paintings, which is 
especially important in watercolor. Open to adults 
with some prior art experience, although all levels of 
watercolor painters are welcome.  $150 members, 
$180 not-yet-members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call 315-536-8226 to register! 
Watch our website 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org 
for more creative workshops! 
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The Arts Center is fortunate to have a number of 
dedicated volunteers who staff the front desk, helping 
our visitors and Kris alike.  It is more difficult to fill the 
docent time slots in the winter because so many 
people go south.  Fortunately we have five dedicated 
people who elect to volunteer weekly all year long.  I 
thought you should meet the people I call our Winter 
Warriors.  As the person responsible for filling our time 
slots, I am very grateful for their dedication. Much like 
postal carriers, neither rain, snow, sleet nor hail stays 
them from their appointed slots!  The Warriors are 
(from left to right) Bonnie Barney, George Dornberger, 
Gail Eyer, Sue Tierney and Michael Monahan.  When 
you are at the Arts Center, please thank them - 
actually, please thank any of the docents you meet 
who are on duty.  They are the face of the Arts Center 
and represent it very well.   
 

We can always use more docents!  Contact me at 
lynnblumenau@gmail.com if you are interested in 
volunteering. 
 
Lynn Blumenau,  Docent/Volunteer Coordinator 

For more than ten years, the Arts Center has found 
ways to honor the wishes of Dr. Annie Smith, who left 
the organization her home, Sunny Point, on Keuka 
Lake “to be used for art and healing.”  Sunny Point is a 
very special place and the Arts Center has been 
pleased to share it with artists from around the country 
in a variety of ways, including establishing an artist in 
residence program. 

Every year artists from around the country are invited 
to apply to spend ten days at Sunny Point focusing on 
their art in one of the most artistically inspiring setting 
in the region.  The Sunny Point committee sets aside 
two blocks of time for these free residencies – one 
around the July 4th holiday and one around Labor 
Day.  One artist is chosen for each residency.  In the 
past the Arts Center has welcomed painters, writers, 
sculptors, fiber artists and mixed medium artists — we 
also extend an invitation to performing artists.  The 
artist application can be found on the Arts Center’s 
website, www.artscenteryatescounty.org and is due 
May 1st.  The application (and the residency) is free of 
charge. 

 

Teaching artists or several artists who would like to find 
a special spot to work together can also apply to use 
the Sunny Point facility for up to a week during the 
open season.  Dates for these Art Retreats, which do 
have a cost associated with them, are subject to 
availability and property use fills quickly.  For more 
information, find the Art Retreat application on the Arts 
Center’s website or contact the office 
at info@artscenteryatescounty.org. 

Volunteer Corner 

Wanted-Artists in Residence @ Sunny point 

ARTISTS! Would you like to hold your next class at a beautiful lakeside location?  Or perhaps you ’d 
like to  bring a group of your artist friends to create together at Sunny Point, our beautiful summer studio 
called Sunny Point on the eastern shore of Keuka Lake?  For a nominal fee, the Art Retreat provides a 
place for creative individuals to work on whatever discipline they choose. Offered on an as-available basis 
with cost determined by length of stay.  Season extends from June 3 to September 30, 2019  Visit  
www.artscenteryatescounty.org for more information and applications. 

Sunny Point - Opportunity for artists 

mailto:lynnblumenau@gmail.com
http://www.artscenteryatescounty.org/
mailto:info@artscenteryatescounty.org
http://www.artscenteryatescounty.org
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In 1969, when Jim Longs’ parents established their 

book and stationary store on Main Street, downtown 

Penn Yan was a very different place.  In those days, 

says Jim, everyone shopped downtown.  There were 

three shoe stores, local department stores, two 

pharmacies, and retail on Main Street was bustling.  

Most of those businesses dwindled as malls came 

into vogue.  Despite the out-of-town competition, 

Longs’ continued to grow, expanding in 1981 and 

moving again a decade later to its current Main 

Street location.  The rise of big-box stores, then 

outlet malls and, more recently, the internet, added 

new competitive challenges for this hometown 

business but, through it all, Longs has remained an 

integral part of downtown Penn Yan. 

“We’re committed to supporting this community,” 

says Jim, “and in return, the community supports 

us.”  

One aspect of that community support has been 

Longs’ support as one of the Arts Center’s long-time 

business members, even before the organization’s 

move from East Elm Street. 

“It’s great having 

the Arts Center 

as a neighbor on 

Main Street,” 

says Jim.   

Longs’ support 

goes beyond its 

business 

membership 

though.  Over the years, the store has added a 

comprehensive selection of art supplies to their 

inventory, a convenience local and visiting artists 

greatly appreciate.  Rarely does a week go by 

without someone from the Arts Center popping into 

Longs’ to get essential office or art supplies.  Even 

more rarely do they walk out without a personal 

purchase of a must-have book, often penned by a 

local author, or gift.    

We’re grateful for all that Longs’ gives to the 
community and to the Arts Center and we 
congratulate them on celebrating their 50th 
anniversary as a Main Street business! 

Business Spotlight-Longs’ Cards & Books 

Strategic Plan Update 
The Arts Center of Yates County is on our way to 

helping ourselves determine where we’re going and 

how to get there. The Board of Directors has 

engaged in a year-long strategic planning process 

with Causewave Partners of Rochester.  We've set 

organizational priorities and identified our 

community goals. Once completed, the plan will lay 

out methods to measure our success at reaching the 

goals we set for ourselves. Our aim is to set 

priorities, focus our energy and resources, 

strengthen operations, and ensure that the board of 

directors and staff are working toward common 

goals.  The Strategic Planning committee aims to 

establish agreement around our intended outcomes/

results, and measures and adjusts the 

organization's priorities.  

At this stage, we've established our key focus areas 

for 2019-2021: 

 Strong operations and finance 
(operations,staffing,board,volunteers,financia
l health/stability) 

 Outreach/communications supports other 
organizational goals 

 Realize the potential of Sunny Point 

 High-quality, diverse programming 
As a result, the Sunny Point Committee is currently 

working on their focus area by identifying their 

strategy of expanding seasonal workshops and 

programs by the tactic of adding and diversifying 

pottery classes. We'll keep you updated as we 

progress through the process! 

  

Sandy Murrin, Chair of Planning Committee 

“Before a child talks, they sing.  Before they write, they draw.  As soon as they can stand, they dance.  Art 

is fundamental to human expression.”  Phylicia Rashad 
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Art Around the Area 

ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  

Palm-of-the-Hand  

Memoir Writers Group 
 Monday, March 4 

Monday, April 1 

 4:00 pm 

at the Arts Center.   

Come share the stories that shaped you.  

Everyone is welcome! 

 

The Arts Council of the Southern 
Finger Lakes’ Business of Art     

workshop series. 

Leading Energy: What’s That Mean 
for Artists – with Kathleen Quinn 

March 14, 6-8 pm  

The Wowie Zowie Art of the Sale:  
5 Session Workshop 

 
April – May (dates to be announced) 

79 Market Street Corning 

Pre-register online at www.earts.org. 

Penn Yan Academy Drama Club presents  

Tuck Everlasting  

March 7-9 @ 7 pm  

and March 10 @ 2 pm 

Call 315-536-4408 for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

PYAG Member Studio Days 

Open Studio Days on the following 
Mondays at 9:00 am - noon  

in the Arts Center’s Rosenfeld Studio  

March 11 & 25 

April 8 & 27 

Meeting, April 18: 1 pm—Color 
Demonstration 

Come paint together and encourage one 
another to grow in artistic creativity!  

All artists are welcome to join our activities.        
Check out our newly designed website at 

www.PennYanArtGuild.org or email 
PennYanArtGuild@gmail.com 

Every few years we artists organize a special show 
to raise funds for our wonderful Arts Center exhibits 
and programs.  This year we are planning 
“Sensational Smalls” from July 19 – 27, 2019.   
Our request: that you (and anyone else you may 
recruit) donate original small works, defined as 
maximum 20 inches height plus width, delivered 
to the Arts Center on or before Thursday morning, 
July 11.  All works will be sold at $50 the week of 

July 19th  (starting at 5:00 pm) through July 
25th.  Remaining pieces will sell for reduced 
prices on Friday, July 26th and Saturday, July 27th. 
Your art may be 2-D or 3-D, by professionals or 
amateurs, in any media.  Please call 315-536-8226 
to let us know that you will be participating. Thank 
you from the Arts Center community. 
 
 Marsha Devine and Patti Bandy, co-chairs 

Sensational Smalls  Summer Fundraiser 

Keuka College Theatre Production 

Last Gas 
April 5 & 6 @ 8pm 

April 7 @ 7pm 

Red Barn Theater 

The Red Hot Chilli Peppers 

March 7 @ 8 pm 

Smith Center for the Arts 

315-781-5483 

http://www.earts.org/


 

 

Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

Hours 

Open  Mon.-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3  

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 

Www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of   Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 

State Legislature.   

Amber Waves B & B 
Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 
Basin Park Marina 

Century 21, Mark Malcolm 
Church Creative Flooring 

Community Bank 
D J Builders & Remodelers 
Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Edward Jones 
Eire by Bev Faulkner 
Howard Hanna Realty 

Hunt Country Vineyards  
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber 

Longs’ Cards & Books 
Marble’s Automotive 

Morgan’s Grocery 
Opera House Antiques - Willie Bilancio 

Penn Yan Plumbing &  Heating 
Rooster Hill Vineyards 

Seneca Farms 
Sommerville Pottery 

Steamboat Castle 
Stork Insurance  

The Esperanza View 
The Switz 

Thomas Scott Woodwork 
Tigercandy Arts, Inc. 

Water Street Wines & Spirits 
Wagener Estate B & B 

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 


